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Will not be taken unaware.

But this time they did rear guard work

For naught. All day they saw no Turk,

And, till we reached the stream at night,

Not one of them appeared in sight.

And there they made attempt to press

Upon us, but without success.                                                   6,920

A little while they shot and fired

At us, and then they all retired.

Beside the Arsur stream our host

Made camp that night, and there reposed.

Next morn set forth the harbingers,                                  Sept. 10

Together with the commoners

Who with great effort were restrained;

These at an early hour attained

To Jaffa, which lies on the sea.

But the Saracens so cruelly                                                      6,930

Had beaten, shattered it, and wrecked,

Left it so ruined and abject

That the host could not there abide.

So they camped on the left-hand side

In a fair olive grove, among

The trees. But why the tale prolong?

I say only that there had passed

Three weeks 42 before they came at last

From Acre to the point where they

Were now. Matters befell that way.                                        6,94o

WHERE  THEY  LEARN  OF  THE DEMOLITION   OF ASCALON

Before Jaffa, 'mid gardens fair.
The host of God flung to the air
Its banners in the olive grove 5

There was great wealth of pasture ground,
And there did grapes and figs abound.

Actually twenty days. See Appendix C.

42